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Brussels, 8 March 2021 

 

Dear President von der Leyen, 

Dear Executive Vice-President Vestager, 

Dear Vice-President Jourová, 

Dear Commissioner Breton, 

Dear Commissioner Dalli,  

Dear Commissioner Reynders, 

 

 

We write to you ahead of the upcoming proposal on artificial intelligence. In your 

incoming speech as President, you committed to a European Commission proposal 

'that respects human safety and rights.' We, the undersigned, call on you to guarantee 

this promise and put fundamental rights first in the legislative proposal on artificial 

intelligence (AI). 

While we acknowledge the potential benefits of many uses of this technology, we 

are acutely aware of the vast capacity not only to interfere with, but to fundamentally 

undermine the protection and enjoyment of a number of fundamental rights. 

In particular, we encourage you to ensure fundamental rights protection for the uses 

of AI with the gravest impact on people, communities and society. Mandatory rules 

should not be limited to a narrow list of ‘high-risk’ applications that would leave out 

important uses and potential transfers to other sectors, thereby missing an 

opportunity to address serious individual and collective harms. An ambitious, rights-

respecting EU proposal on AI should also include the possibility to ban or prohibit 

applications of AI that are incompatible with fundamental rights, as recently 

recommended by 62 European civil society organisations. 
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Ensuring that AI developed in the European Union is in line with the Charter of 

Fundamental Rights is the utmost priority of this legislation, and we hope to see this 

reflected in the Commission's proposal. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Brando Benifei 

Miapetra Kumpula-Natri 

Alex Agius Saliba 

Francois Alfonsi 

Marc Angel 

Rasmus Andresen 

Pernando Barrena 

Robert Biedron 

Benoit Biteau  

Malin Björk 

Michael Bloss 

Patrick Breyer 

Milan Brglez 

Reinhard Bütikofer 

Damien Careme 

Fabio Massimo Castaldo 

Anna Cavazzini  

Sara Cerdas 

Tudor Ciuhodaru 

Antoni Comín 

Ciarán Cuffe 

David Cormand 

Ignazio Corrao 

Rosa D´Amato 

Clare Daly 

Gwendoline Delbos-

Corfield  

Karima Delli 

Özlem Alev Demirel 

Cornelia Ernst 

Ismail Ertug 

Eleonora Evi 

Christel Schaldemose 

Marcel Kolaja 

Alexandra Geese 

Tanja Fajon 

Luke Ming Flanagan 

Lina Galvez Munoz 

Evelyne Gebhardt 

Giorgos Georgiou 

Alexis Georgoulis 

Dino Giarrusso 

Maria Grapini 

Markéta Gregorová 

Claude Gruffat  

Francisco Guerreiro 

José Gusmão 

Henrike Hahn  

Hannes Heide 

Ivo Hristov 

Danuta Huebner 

Yannick Jadot 

Agnes Jongerius 

Irena Joveva 

Eva Kaili 

Marina Kaljurand 

Petra Kammerevert 

Niyazi Kızılyürek 

Łukasz Kohut 

Dietmar Köster 

Stelios Kouloglou 

Elena Kountoura 

Sergey Lagodinsky 

Maria-Manuel Leitão-

Marques 

Juan Fernando López Aguilar 

Kateřina Konečná 

Adriana Maldonado López 

Erik Marquardt 

Margarida Marques 

Marisa Matias 

Sara Matthieu 

Emmanuel Maurel 

Karen Melchior 

Martina Michels 

Sven Mikser 

Leszek Miller 

Hannah Neumann 

Ville Niinistö 

Mikuláš Peksa 

Dimitrios Papadimoulis 

Piernicola Pedicini 

Anne-Sophie Pelletier 

Pina Picierno 

Sabrina Pignedoli 

Manu Pineda 

Rovana Plumb 

Clara Ponsatí 

Carles Puigdemont 

Samira Rafaela 

Evelyn Regner 

Sira Rego 

Terry Reintke 

Diana Riba I Giner 

Michèle Rivasi 

Franco Roberti 

Eugenia Rodríguez Palop 

Caroline Roose 

Mounir Satouri 



 
European Parliament 

European Parliament - 60, Rue Wiertz - B-1047 Brussels 

 

 

Andreas Schieder 

Martin Schirdewan 

Helmut Scholz 

Birgit Sippel 

Massimiliano Smeriglio 

Marie Toussaint 

Kim van Sparrentak 

 

 

 

 

Pierfrancesco Majorino 

Isabel Santos 

Jordi Solé 

Tineke Strik 

Patrizia Toia 

Petar Vitanov 

 

 

 

 

Paul Tang  

Mick Wallace 

Tiemo Woelken 

Salima Yenbou 

Carlos Zorrinho 

Marco Zullo 

 

 

 

 


